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Overview 
Musician and composer Shirazette Tinnin leads students through an introductory drum 
workshop using household items such as canned food, jars and glasses of water. This 
workshop will develop an understanding of drum techniques and vocabulary enabling 
experimentation and play.

Objectives
1. Students will lea1. Students will learn introductory drum rhythms, vocabulary and techniques using 
    common household items.
2. Students will experiment with musical arrangements by developing their own drum 
    compositions.  
3. Students will demonstrate use of musical ideas and respond to teacher feedback.

Relevant California Art Content Standards and grade specific sub standards
1  Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 
    K.MU:Cr1 a. With guidance explo    K.MU:Cr1 a. With guidance explore and experience music concepts such as beat and
    melodic contour). 
    2.MU:Cr1 a. Improvise rhythmic and melodic patterns and musical ideas for a specific 
    purpose. 
3.1 Refine and complete artistic work
    K.MU:Cr3.1 With guidance apply personal, peer, and teacher feedback in refining 
    personal musical ideas. 
    2.MU:Cr3.1 Interp    2.MU:Cr3.1 Interpret and apply personal, peer, and teacher feedback to revise person
    al musical ideas. 
3.2 Musicians’ presentation of creative work is the culmination of a process of creation 
and communication. 
    K.MU:Cr3.2 With guidance, demonstrate a final version of personal musical ideas to 
    peers.
    6.MU:Cr3.2 Present the final version of documented personal composition or arrange
    ment, using c    ment, using craftsmanship and originality to demonstrate an effective beginning, 
    middle, and ending, convey expressive intent.

Materials
-Oatmeal Container(half-full)
-2 long spoons (or short)
-3 sturdy glasses (filled with different amounts of water)
-Canned food
--Jars 
-Pot/ pan

Vocabulary
Percussion



Rhythm
Beat
Tone
Rudiments
Paradiddle

Workshop Description
IntIntroduction
  Shirazette Tinnin demonstrates how to create a drum kit setup using only house-
hold items. Half full oatmeal containers are like musical instruments you can shake. 
Long spoons act like drum sticks and glasses with different volumes of water can be 
used like drums. Each glass will play a different tone depending on how full each glass 
is. Tone is the pitch, volume, and duration of a musical note. A glass of water will play a 
higher tone while canned food will give a louder but deeper tone. Different tones provide 
different moods or feelings. Test and review what objects your students have available to 
emphasize the variation of potential sounds.emphasize the variation of potential sounds.

Step 1
 Tinnin demonstrates a drum solo using her household items. In order to learn 
how to solo, students first learn introductory rhythms called rudiments A standard 4 
count (1, 2, 3, 4) acts as a simple timing device to play beats. Students will fill this dura-
tion of time with the phrase “Ta TeTe Ta Ta”. This sound forms the basis of the initial drum 
rhythm. Students then experiment by applying that rhythm to any household item of their 
choice (jar, can, glass of water etc.). Have students use this rhythm to try out each 
instrument. Since drumming involves both hands, switch to the opposite hand and 
experiment using the same rhythm “experiment using the same rhythm “Ta TeTe Ta Ta”.

Step 2
 Take a moment to give students a chance to shake out their arms and hands and 
get comfortable for the next rhythm. Rhythm number 2 is “Boom Boom Boom Boom”. 
Have students experiment with rhythm number 2 using a series of different drums.  
Once students have experimented with different items combine rhythms number 1 and 2. 
Select two different objects to use as drums and with your left hand play “Boom Boom 
Boom Boom” and with your right hand play “Ta TeTe Ta Ta”.

Step 3
  The combination of rhythms join to make an introductory drum beat. Now that 
students have learned several rhythms and sounds, spend 2 minutes playing freely. 
Encourage students to develop their own drum compositions. Students can use their 
container of oatmeal to make shaking noises, they can play high notes with their glasses 
of water or deeper notes using pots, pans and cans. 



Step 4
  Pause and take another moment to allow students to shake out their hands and 
arms. Using their hands, students can try to repeat rhythm number 3 “Da Da Da DaDa”. 
Students can try playing this rhythm using one of the provided instruments. Using only 
four drums or objects, repeat the final rhythm alternating between hands. “Right Left, 
Right Right, Left Right, Left Left” is known as a paradiddle one of many rudiments found 
when learning the drums. Once students have practiced the paradiddle have them experi-
ment with pacing by playing slowly and then build up speed while still playing “Right Left, 
Right Right, Left Right, Left Left”. Right Right, Left Right, Left Left”. The paradiddle is a fun rudiment to play when learning 
drums but with all these rhythms it is best to start slow and build up speed once students 
feel comfortable.

Discussion Questions
• What items in your home make good drums?
• What is tone?
• What is rhythm?
• How do different rhythms come together to create a beat?
• How does speed affect rhythm?
• What is a paradiddle?

Suggested follow up activites
Music is a long and fMusic is a long and fruitful artistic endeavor. Shirazette Tinnin provides an excellent intro-
duction  to the world of percussion and rhythm. Continue to develop your child or student’s 
interest in musical development by practicing the rhythms and exercises in Tinnin’s work-
shop. The drum kits presented in Tinnin’s workshop can be expanded by creating your own 
do it yourself (DIY) instrument using simple household materials. Further your student’s 
interest by actively seeking musical endeavors that spark enthusiasm. Listen to music as 
a family and discuss what makes a certain musical style unique and culturally significant.

Related resources
-Crafting a DIY drum with simple household materials (Children’s music youtube channel)
-Complex DIY drum with masking tape and empty container. (Children's music youtube
  channel)

Access and Equity
Parents and teachers should consider their role in modifying their student’s lesson 
instruction by:
• • Take turns modeling drum rhythms for your student. 
• Provide feedback to encourage continued interest
• Actively seek a variety of materials that will provide room for exploration and innovation.
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6tmMsWh85IA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-COHNyFTOnc


• Actively acknowledge your student’s progress wherever a new musical concept is 
   achieved. 
• Use a recording device to help students track their progress and development.

Bio
ShiShirazette Tinnin is an experimental jazz musician, professional percussionist, and 
educator. Based in New York. Tinnin is a current Make Jazz Fellow, an honor awarded to 
promising jazz composers to advance a body of original compositions. Her three month 
residency was hosted at 18th Street Art Center leading to a desire to connect with the 
Santa Monica community through music workshops. Her artistic practice as an educator 
and composer allows Tinnin to continue conducting workshops for students and families 
at home.

About the Arts LeaAbout the Arts Learning Lab and 18th Street Arts Center

Arts LeaArts Learning Lab @ Home is a series of live online arts classes for kids and families 
schooling from home. These hands-on artmaking workshops (which will be posted as 
on-demand videos after each workshop) are led by professional artists in residence at 
18th Street as well as members of our national and international artist community. The 
workshops are taught in both English and Spanish for those teachers that are bilingual, 
and will be live translated in both English and Spanish. The workshops cover a range of 
fun, hands-on, and participatory ideas that connect with larger social issues. 

YYou can visit more lessons at http://18thstreet.org/allathome

Celebrating its 30th anniversary in 2018-2019, 18th Street Arts Center is one of the top 20 
artist residency programs in the US, and the largest in Southern California. Conceived as 
a radical think tank in the shape of an artist community, 18th Street supports artists 
from around the globe to imagine, research, and develop significant, meaningful new 
artworks and share them with the public to foster radical imagination, empathy, and 
positive social change.

 


