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Overview
Artist Marcus Kuiland-Nazario leads students through the process of making a puppet 
friend. These friends can be inspired by our observations of the natural environment and 
ecosystems around us. In the workshop Kuiland-Nazario constructs a crow puppet, 
inspired by a family of crows he has been observing during stay-at-home. However, 
students may create any creature they choose.

ObjectiObjectives
1. Students make art or design with various recycled art materials and tools to explore 
    the natural world by making an animal puppet inspired by the ecosystem in their 
    neighborhood.
2. Students make a background for their puppet using recycled materials to explore 
    concepts of identity and diversity. 
3. Students discuss artistic choices and make revisions based on feedback.

RelRelevant California Art Standards and grade specific sub standards
1.2 Artists and designers shape artistic investigations, following or breaking with tradi-
tion in pursuit of creative art making goals. 
      K.VA:Cr1.2 Engage collaboratively in creative artmaking in response to an artistic 
      problem. 
      1.VA:Cr1.2 Use observation and investigation in preparation for making a work of art. 
      2.VA:Cr1.2 Make art or design with various art materials and tools to explore person  
      al interests, questions, and curiosity. 
3.0 Refine and complete artistic work 
      3.VA:Cr3 Discuss, reflect, and add details to enhance an artwork’s emerging mean
      ing. 
      4.VA:Cr3 Revise artwork in progress on the basis of insights gained through peer 
      discussion. 
11 Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultu11 Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to 
deepen understanding. 
     6.VA:Cn11 Analyze how art reflects changing times, traditions, resources and cultural 
     uses.

Materials
-Scissors 
-Tape
-Mar-Markers, crayons, 
-Toilet paper roll
-Egg cartons
-Paper, construction paper, envelopes
-String
-Sponges



-Fabric Scraps
-Any other recycled household materials

Vocabulary
-Environment
-Friends 
-Diversity
-Ecosystem-Ecosystem

Workshop Description
Introduction
  Artist Marcus Kuiland-Nazario leads students through the process of making a 
puppet friend. In the workshop Kuiland-Nazario constructs a crow puppet, however 
students may create any creature they would like following the same steps. Kui-
land-Nazario explains his rationale for picking a crow. With the safer at home policy in 
mind, Kuiland-Nazario finds himself spending more time in his studio at 18th Street Arts 
Center. Part of his daily routine is to spend some time outside and walk around the 18th 
Street campus. On his outings, Kuiland-Nazario is aware of the many different creatures 
that athat are a part of his immediate natural environment or ecosystem. Of the many animals, 
Kuiland-Nazario has befriended a family of crows. Everyday he greets the crows and 
feeds them bread. Crows are very intelligent animals that can recognize faces and have 
grown to expect him the same time everyday. The safer at home policy has changed the 
way Kuiland-Nazario relates to his environment and the many creatures that call the 
ecosystem home.

Materials
 Kuiland-Nazario begins by introducing the materials he will be using. To make the 
puppet's head and eyes students will need the egg carton, marker, and scissors.

Step 1
  First mark cut lines along the edge of the egg carton so as to cut two dimples or 
circles off of the carton as identified by Kuiland-Nazario. Once cut, Kuiland-Nazario 
models how to use the back of the egg carton as a finger puppet. He then uses his 
sharpie to mark where he will cut eyelashes for his bird. Cutting along the top of the eye 
guests will make a series of linear flaps that can be folded upward creating a series of 
eyelashes. Now that the head is almost complete use a sharpie, marker or paint to color 
the birds beak. Kuiland-Nazarrio is making a crow so he paints his beak black however 
guests should color their beaks any other color they would liguests should color their beaks any other color they would like.

Step 2
 Next is the construction of the puppet body. Student’s will need a toilet paper roll, 
markers and/or a piece of scrap fabric. Using a sharpie, colored markers or paint partic



ipants can draw feathers on the toilet paper roll creating the bird's body. Kui-
land-Nazario demonstrates the use of a scrap of black furry fabric to act as the bird's 
feathers. He wraps the fabric around the toilet paper roll and staples it at both ends. 

Step 3
 After the head and body, next comes the legs and claws. Student’s will need the 
leftover egg carton, 2 pieces of string and a marker or paint. Using another section of 
the egg carton Kuiland-Nazario cuts out two circular pieces. He then cuts the top half of 
the circular piece leaving a flat circle and flap. On the remaining flap participants use a 
marker to draw triangle shapes to indicate where the points of the birds claws will go. 
Cutting out the triangle shapes will leave a piece of cardboard in the shape of a birds 
foot or claw. Using a pair of scissors student’s or their parents can poke a hole in the 
center of the foot. Using a string center of the foot. Using a string Kuiland-Nazario ties a knot and passes it through the 
bird's foot. The string is then painted black along with the bird's claw creating a leg.

Step 4
 With the head, body and legs complete it is now time to join the birds parts creat-
ing the final puppet. Using tape or a stapler guests attach the string to the bottom of the 
toilet paper roll effectively joining the legs to the body. To join the head and body Kui-
land-Nazario uses scissors to poke a hole in the body of his bird. He then pokes a corre-
sponding hole in the bird’s head. Running a string through both the head and body Kui-
land-Nazario joins the two tying a knot in the center. 

Step 5
 Last step is the bird's wings. Kuiland-Nazario uses a plastic take out container 
cut in half to act as the bird’s wings. Once cut he uses his black sharpie to color the 
plastic wings and attaches them to the bird's body completing the final puppet friend.

Discussion Questions
• How does observation of the natural world help us in making art?
• Artist Marcus Kuiland-Nazario made a puppet friend based on his observation of the 
   animals in his environment, what are some of the animals you notice in your commu
   nity?   nity?
• Making a puppet friend is one way to honor the animals in our ecosystem, what are 
   some more ways to help preserve our animal friends?

Suggested follow up activities 
Students can continue this pStudents can continue this project by making their own background for their puppet 
friend. Students will need a pair of scissors, glue, magazines, newspaper, grocery store 
ads, scrap paper, markers and crayons. Use a piece of construction paper or recycled 
cardboard as a base for gluing a collage background or simply have students draw and 
color a scene for theri puppet friend. Kuiland-Nazario discusses the topic of diversity in 



considering his own puppet background. Using a Spanish grocery store ad, Kui-
land-Nazario cuts out Latinx food products his puppet friends enjoy. Diversity is import-
ant, introducing this concept to students at an early age promotes language learning and 
meaningful participation with different cultures. Ask students questions about their 
puppet such as: What kind of food does your puppet eat? What activities do you and your 
puppet friend enjoy? What ideal world can you imagine for your puppet? Student 
responses to these questions will illuminate their own feelings, interests and concerns 
about the world around them. Have students incorporate their responses into their 
puppet friend’s background. 

Related resources
-Paper mache sculpture ideas (from the art of education, network of teacher generated 
resources)
-Paper collage ideas  (from bluprint, a network of artist generated resources)

Access and Equity
Parents and teachers should consider their role in modifying lessons by:
• Helping younger students with complex tasks such as cutting recycled materials and 
   use of staplers. 
• Encourage students to make additional puppet friends and a background to continue 
   the development of this lesson. 
• Challenge students to develop a story using their puppet friends and background. 
• Maintain interest by asking students questions about their puppet creations.
• P• Provide regular feedback when students face difficulty comprehending lesson content.

Bio
Marcus Kuiland-Nazario is an artist, curator and producer working in the LA art and 
performance scenes for over 30 years. Nazario is a founding member of: Viva! the 
nation’s first Latino Gay and Lesbian Arts Organization; The 18th Street Arts Center;, 
Highways Performance Space;, Clean Needles Now;, Max 10 Performance Lab; and 
Oficina de Proyectos Culturales, in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. 

About the Arts LeaAbout the Arts Learning Lab and 18th Street Arts Center
Arts LeaArts Learning Lab @ Home is a series of live online arts classes for kids and families 
schooling from home. These hands-on artmaking workshops (which will be posted as 
on-demand videos after each workshop) are led by professional artists in residence at 
18th Street as well as members of our national and international artist community. The 
workshops are taught in both English and Spanish for those teachers that are bilingual, 
and will be live translated in both English and Spanish. The workshops cover a range of 
fun, hands-on, and participatory ideas that connect with larger social issues.

YYou can visit more lessons at http://18thstreet.org/allathome 

https://theartofeducation.edu/2018/03/13/from-trash-to-treasures-a-sculpture-project-your-students-will-love/
https://www.mybluprint.com/article/6-paper-collage-techniques-to-try


Celebrating its 30th anniversary in 2018-2019, 18th Street Arts Center is one of the top 20 
artist residency programs in the US, and the largest in Southern California. Conceived as 
a radical think tank in the shape of an artist community, 18th Street supports artists 
from around the globe to imagine, research, and develop significant, meaningful new 
artworks and share them with the public to foster radical imagination, empathy, and 
positive social change.


